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BACKGROX™D OF THE JUHE 1953 EVENTS

The Political Situation at the Beginning of June 1G53 in Bast Berlin and
and the GLDR

The rzdical measures to bolshevize the Soviet Zone of Germany, vhich rere
to lead to the f'inal liquidation of independent farming, of private industry,
snd oi *he biurgeoisie, the terror methods in the edministration of law, the war
against the churches, and the increasing food shortage all resulted in extreme
discontent or the part ¢f troed strate of the population during the weeks
wreceding the June uprisings. The high refugee totals are eloquent evidence
of thic. Especially after Anril 1953, vhen Pavel Yudin was appcinted Political
Adviser to the Soviet Conirol Commissiou vo succeed Aubassador Vdadimir S.
Semencrv, who was transferred tu the Noscow Foreign Mirdstry, the bolshevizatiocn
policy was carried out by Walter Ulbricht in an atmospaere of severity never
before experienced in the GDR. The resolution of the ZK (Central Committee)
of the SED (Socialist Unity Party) on 1k May 19%3, vhich directed the Council
of Ministers to effect a 10-percent increase in the vork norms, and the
corresponding decree of the Council of Ministers on 28 May 1953, which raised
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che WoIk noemd without ra18ing the pay, evoked grez® snimosity on tne jart of
the working clesses. The 1mplemsntavion of this decrée, therefore, was destlned
to be tae ?Piea) impetus for the June riots

B.  introdustion of the "New Comrsn”

On 28 May 1953, the Soviet govérament snnoumced the issolution of tne
Soviet Conirel Commiswelun in Gevrmany, which had been in existence zince @etober
19hG . AL the eape time, 1t wng sunounced that the U30K Council of Ministers
hed derided to establish the position of Bigh Jommisesloner, with headquartere « &
in Berlln Sem:‘ woo bad been relieved as Politlical Adviser o tne Boviet y
Control Commisaion o .ev »£2Ks prior to whilc ime, was appointed to this pogsitienm.iy
Pavel fud nowns 'fxmed Dx_pu 7 High Cramissloner. ‘ fal

With Semecy @ oaproluideent. to High Commisgioner, Moscow intreduced a change
Thoam Lhe tonrss wl Le poidey Lol obet GDE sk effects ©f which be:.me especially
cevident iv the Tnllswirng Jeclarat.oas ond moesy . S L

1. The msasures of the party {SED] erd of the govermssnt during recent
nonths, which amounted to e forced bLolshevization of the GDR, were branded as
"serious srrors” an chs Folithirs s pesciuvicns of 5 far 1652, Gha Politburo
emasded s Ut Telee lesredy 92020 L0 e Cunsee cF Pre lnnecs it ied slass
struggic e canceled voarder v “immrove decimively fhe Living standard of the'

populece anc to strengther thr vatform apo.ionbisn of Justice in the GDR."

2 At moionterence on I wre LAY wivpn poshng (Ghelian wnd Tive bishops
from the (DR, the rerressntativae f tic Soviet Zowe gue.crnisens, ted by Minis*r
President Lootewchi poomiped the Fuooosstar® Church ';'rmL ui’. maacures inimical
e the Churel Looun Foad UG BLUIL ALer | all Qectaveu LaEmsC1lVes veepared
Lo UTILLT ! Lawallen iz fterul 80U ATIes s aorardniace w40 the provisions of
‘e Cops._tatron

2. BY o meet,
demgnany of Cat RN o0 LT WRTD at sgptod, and ¢ puwtes of eu_u-, measures
Wi ogerved fp. racioalopootey o TImT ey u\a.::vlk';.-".’fj.. 12m wers aholisned.

The agreenznt o J0 Tune L1003 with tue Pretes.wint o.suops of the GDR was

explicitly firmed

At a training course for sgitators on 11 June 1953, these resoiutions
were ipterpreted to mean that the Five-Year Flan per s2 would not be affected,
but that the producticn of consurwer goods would now receive priority considera-
tion  Cor ary 18 wers drawn with couditions in the USSR during the period
from 152 to 322%, teo Justify the postpousment of the bociali"s.*ion of agri-
culture. On i3 June 1993, & cource in the #inastry -2 Agricultural and
Transportation Machinery verafied the f2-4 that, on 1‘.9 “asis of the decisioas
of the SED Fol:tburo, supplying the poruidtisn wae teking precedence over
Lthe Five-Yens Plan

The "new course” started by Semenov was salao reflected in the following
additional measures taken by the CDR governments

1 The premilitary 4ST (Society for Sport and Technology) training was
temporarily disconticued. On 17 Juxe j333, 1t was decreed that the training
was to be resumed only under cervain camcaflsage measures. The decision to
discontinue the rremilitary GST training in its previcus form was announced
at a training course for agitators on 8 and il June 1G53, and was Justified
by the argument that the easing of conditiong, as clesrly outlined on the
high-policy level, was not to be obstructed by false political-militant messures.
This decision was also confirmed by a report on a conference of a GST Kreis
management group which was held on 12 June 1953.
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£. 24 wrder of the GDR Council of Ministers, all work on the Buegen herbor
copstruction project was suspended oam 11 June 1953. Moiiipalling work oo lhe
1hets 1iations 54111 under sopstruetion wee scheduled to Hz crwpleted by 3. bugae
1953. ‘this ocder, however, appesrs to iavolve only & temporary suspension of
work om this povjecu.

C. Reacticns of the Fopulace

) The intense dissatisfaction of the populace -- particularly of the workevs -~
with the regime in power sl with the measurés of the GDR goverament Led to lucal- o
tzpd 8D short-lived atviFen oo meversl cccagions during the veeks vefove 16-17

" June 15%3. Thus, str. - had alreedy taken place at the following larze tlents
end enterprices in the GDR:

"Fortschritt® Shaft of the Mansfeld copper mining region, on L7 April ' v

Fremnitz Artiiiciel Fiter Pastory csavon Terturyy, on 28 April 1952,

, Barlin VEB (Pecple-Owned Interprise) Machine Pool Pactory, Beriin,
Erauteiresse, and its Marzahn braneh plent, oo 6 Mey 1953.

\ FEMAG [probably Fimag Zisctrizsl Squipment. ¥lant ), Finsterwalde,’on;
27 May 15572 ’ '

VBB Gezolznn (Grs nnd Eleciricul Ino*allattonr} . Fueretenwside, on

Teuipment ¥acuory FiaAtervelde. an 28 wmy 1952,

Yshelol) of Whe Yot Bactroal Topedr Yardg., om 29 Wel

Dasmles 12U Tesosotive Cuncrineticn emd Tlestrical Goods B

Henrigseder?, rtobably sronnl the &nd of May 955

Chs miitz Refrigerator Plant, helonging to VVR KRagama (Administration

of People-Ovmel T ..rprises for Michinevy for the Puod-Friceccing, Befrigeration,
and Chemical Isdustries}, on 3 June 1§53.

Krautheim Armor Fiate Plant, a SAG Soviet Corporation), Chemnit: {now
¥arl Marx Stadtl, on 2 June 195%.

After recelving the wages which had been reduced or the basle of the "ocpe
fulfilled percentages of the new norms deterimined by the Council of Ministers
on 28 May,” the vorkers at the {%ast] Metallurgical Combine in Fuersteuberg/
Oder went on strike en 5 June 1953. The workers demanded “old norms-old wages *

uring ti:e period from 6 to 15 June 1997, the same damand which weg voiced
in Puerstenbesg led to strikes in at least eight large pimntsz {including Datajer
LEW in Hennigsdorf, Premnitz Artificial Fiber Factory, Berlin VEB Machine Tool
Pactory, and VEB Gaselan in Fuerstenwvalide).

The resclutions of the SED Politburc and tle govermment decrees banred thers.
on "for the improveseat of the living standard" were at first favorably re-
ceived by a large part of the QDR populace, particulsrly by the working clasues.
Thus, for exemple, the rise in morale wae obvious after the release of amnestied
persons in Neuruppin on 12 and 13 June. Om this occasicn, the fact that the
Vopo (People's Police) kept in the background, while the Soviet soldiers took
no note of the happernings, encouraged the joyrul crowd even more.
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To propagandize the 9 June resclutions of the SED Politbure and. *he 11 June
govermment decr~es, which wers bssed on the "nev course,” functionaries thrcugh-
out the GDR btrought forth the cwstamary recolutfons under ‘he motto "The workers
thank the party and the goverrment” (for their insight and their vision, s man-
ifested in the new denrees). .

D. Policy Trends in Bast Berlin snd the GDR Before the June Uprisings

The new course of Soviet policy in the GDR, which was introduced with the -
appointment of Semenov to Righ Commiasioner in [Esst] Germsny, has an objective 07
vownich 1t predominently directed toward foreign policy and must be regarded as ..
“ . part of Hoseow's new .- offensive. This nevw course strives tc subvert the L
; Western conception of poiitical, econcmic, snd especially milizary inclusion of iy
"’ the Germai: Federsl lapublic in an emphatically anti-Soviet system, directed by
‘the U3, by means of an internal Germsan spproach under the pretense of & upi-
v fivation plan fistitiously aaeribed to the Potsdam agreemsnt. Moscow's Germany i
i poiicy, therefore, again heavily stressed the Potadam agreement. The resolutions ) i .
© of the SED Politburo snd the governwent decrees of 11 Juse, “n which thé shift
Jiin course shows up especially clearly, unguestiouably resulted Pram a direct :
;.o order by Semenov, who wighed to eliminete the moet obvious obstacles to an unders .
standing with the West. A resolution of the Politburo explicitly stutea: "The .
; PERn: important goel of the unification of Germany requirns vuih cides tu *ske messursg : i
P Ll D Whaen realistleally fmedlitste the reconciiindiun of soth e W8 CF Garmuny.t o s

Howevar, the ontensidle change in at4ftude towerd the West cun be regurded
either as a surrender of the former bolchevizat!on intentico: nzv s a *Lurely

rrovacandintic® wnrintfen in the cold wax. Ou +re Courrary, thie clwsnge sigriiles
& “ontinuance of the cld cperaticas) eims with nav wrotlos) means. The fact
thai the measures sre solely of = tactlcl] auTwit Wiz ITressed us fellowe, ot

& GOFE press conference whirh took placc on 1€ Juse erl wiis» had not vern Leon
g 1n{inenced py the wnrear [» Faet Worlin:  "Purzuis of tne fmooclant roliticel
N objectiver 15 10 be continued. unaffersad hv ~ancessions and Lie smnegty. " Com.
pared with the irljexiila Lolercvist metis?c practized By fudia sa Uineicht
3 uatil Sanmency o return the "new conrge” cun be :onstdered AR o genuine, cor-
e structive policy sharnge in tuc QLR because the fiexibility ol Soviet volicy his
. been re-gatablished. 'Pnat Is, if the reunilicatisn and neuviralizatiop of Germany”
R should not mate:‘eize, “nen Yudin aund Ulbricht will stiil be there to ravert
’ to the metho. Jf .shevizaticn or the GDR.

With respect *o foreign policy, the "Semenov course” is aimed less at
direct preparation: for Four-Power conferences than o%an all-German movement.
The reunificstion and neutrslization of Geimany ls doubtles: to be prepared in
a way directed toward prejudicing attitudes on essential points in the event of
b later Four-Power conferences and, thereby, tcwaid gradually undermining US plens.

With respect to domestic policy, the vsvision of the former bolshevization
prograu applied to those points which especially impeded ihe ccopomic and psy-
chological situation. The war against the cuurch, the intensification of bol-
shevist measures in the field of agriculture, the preference shown heavy
" industry 1. *he detriment of consumer goods production and, thus, to the supply

i of the civilian population, the forced elimination of retsil trade, various
meagures in the cultural field, ard, f£inally, the increase in wcrk nomas with-
cut any Increase in wages -- all these “nctors hed ovoked poders of resistance
vhich not only seriously obstructed the functioning of the econoaic and political
appars%tus but slso indicated that rurther tightening 3f bholshevist messures
would be unproritable. Thus, the propagsnda plan, according toc which the revi-
sion of the Ulbricht course was worked out, was based on the premise thet the
"mistakes” of the SED govermment did not involve a deviation from the lime but
indicated that the SED functionaries were toc far ahead of the people. This
error was to be rectified by a readjustment of propaganda to the level of public
sginion.
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The' verious local strikes preceding the events of 17 June 1953 cleariy
inrdicated the rift betwzen the population and the terrcr regime and, to some
extent, provad alarming to the Sovists. These sirikes mey have expecdited the
suspension of the varicus meszures eimed &t the radlcal compulsory bolshevization
of the GDR, but they definitely were not the cause of this yielding on th: pest
of the GDR puxty end govermmeut offices. .

II. OUTBERAX (¢ THE RIOTS . . .-

EPRtR]

" A. Events io Bast Ber.  up to and Including 15 Jume 1553 0

On 5 and 6 June 1953, heated discussions were held at Bloek kU, a con-
siruction site on Stalin-Allee/Horth in Bast Berlin, whick was to beccze the
starting point of the riote. These dliscussions comcernsd the norm increages’ A
and the accompanying wege reductions. Bowever, individual SED end FDGD {Lengue " -
of ¥ree German Trade Unions) functiomuries succeeded iy caiming the grumbling ST
vorkers. The functiomaries pointed ocut that Block 40 wse considered the "dest - i
party organizetion of the SED® i Barlf. . . : . G

) When the new Politbure resslutions and Ve g-verament, peosurze ~° 11 June .0

L 1957 were discussed et the construction sive, the workers syreed with ihe views:
expressed by the fuuctionaries; i.e., if such concessicns bad been ordered, :
others could not fail to materialize.

Tue wuzes paid ov lc and 23 June 1553, ~-- =uen vhe uirhers vere hoping for
the cancellation ¢f the new nurme -- were again tuezd uva the nev anmms.

o - st . - o PR
Cver the weebend {12.1Y% Tong 1953), b vorlkor, [rom Block =0 «2d
=125 hal eetse V. U e 2% shoue Thnal Sovuve Stavdora of livirg,

Ja0 that thev oni3d net mouame G ot 9en” 5 staRliched UgES.

on Menday, 15 June 1602 & workess' noetlng tcok pln e i the premises or
Biock bO. Under tha guidance of ag SED functionsry, 1t was decided to cend z
“resoluticn of thanks” far the Politoure ard geveriuwemy decistons of 11 June
1953 t¢ mlnister President Grotewohl and SED Seecretary-Gen<ral {ncw First Sec-
retary] Ulbricht.’

When rc ¢ workers proposed that a request for the reintroduction of the
0ld noms ve incorporsted in the letter of gratitude, as tle logical complement
to the program aimed at deciaive improvement of the living standards, the ma-~
jority of workers concurregc. Particular importance was attached to prudent,
even polite wording of the resolution. The use of the word "demand” (instead
of "request"), which scme embititerad workers wanted, vas not permitted in the
resolution.

As a precsution, the chairman of the B3L (Plant Trade Daion Management)
notified the FDGB central office of the IG Bau-Bolz {Industrial Trade Union for
Wood Construciizn) of this resolution of Block 40, to prevent possible displeas-
ure on the part of Grotewohl and Ulbrickht. The IG Bau-Bolz replied that the
sending nf the rusolution should be prstponed, and that before the start of the
vorking day on 16 June 1953, a represertative of the I¢ Bau-Holz would sppear
at Stelin-Allee to explain the problem of norms to the construction workers.

In the meantime, the resolution drefted by the Elock 4O workers became
known to the workers at the other construction sites of Stalin-Allee/North.
With the exception of a few dissenters, the resolution was approved everyvhere.

S
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Scme worxers at Block 40 believed that the IG Bau-Holz should noi ne trusted
and demanded thot the »esolution be dispetched lmmediately. Another worlier's ieeting
wus held, and tuoc vorkers were eléfted delagatec for the presentaticn of the
resolution “o Grotewohl and Ulbriech+.

Tne BUL of Stelim-Allee/Sorth requested the workers to wait until ihe )
arrival of the IG Bau-Hols representatives. FHowever, at 1430 hours cn 15 Jume 5
1953, the workers of Block k0 Jeclared that they would not resume their work R
... until the arrival of =n authorized representative of the JG Eauaﬂolz and *m‘H' T
wioa patisfectory edjlusiment of the norme problem was made. SIICANN

e Within the next . ~qurs, the news of the striks at Block kO apresxd likebxﬁ-"

“% wildfire. Many workers of the North ssction of Stalin-Allee end, leter, slsc
of the South lec‘o* on declared their aolidarity wd.th tbe action of the B“ ock Lo
“k(’!!‘b- : P S

‘.' B, Seqvence of BEvsnte co 16 June ’95,112: B&at B@r" in

On the morning of 15 Jume 1952, the workers waitad at the comstruction sites .
of the Horth and Bouth sactiorns of Bialin-Allee for the authorized representative .o
of the 16 Bau-~Rolz. In his placs, a reyresentative of the BIL appeared av & con-. i b
struction eite of the Scuth se~tior wi<h am artinle by Utto Lekmana, FOOR Sec- ciilwoiuc
retsry, ‘which nod teen pubiished in the 1v Jute 1953 is@ue of the Tribuens. ':’

This article, ir which Lehmann suppc:ted tha norm inerease with the state-
ment vhat the workers had not beesn doing onough work and kad teeu paid too muck,
aroucsd tremendous agitaticu. The artisle was pudblicized at all coustruction
sites.

Whar the ranreasntetive of ke IG Bru<Folz aprpilres arcund 0830 houre {ilha
unrking day started % 2790 Lo 2}, L6 wes et elch inCisuant epsuie end was
quesiicned by the acsinhied workers {numkeriis abaut J-‘J'C-‘x ioncerning Lehmaan's
article. The repreeaniative's exnor*a"cm w AT ow tie A4 38 sLopan, "Piret
produce more,then live »etter,” ceuced ar uprear.

Sfter a long Jdfecyesinn, it was decided Yo dlapsich the tvo delegater who
hsd teen elected on 15 June 1953, ¢o Grotswohl or Ulbrichv. Howover, about
1000 hours, the prevailing view vas that all the workers must accompany the
delegntes, since a strixe¢ wes on in any case.

Thus abcut 1000 houra on 16 June 1953, 300 comsirustion workers froa the
Yorth and South sections, dressed irn their work clotkhes, went out on the street.
By 1032 hours, sbout £00 alditional workers Irom nearby construction aites had
Joined them. Revorts claiming that as many as 1,000, 1,500, or sven 3,000 con-
struction workers perticiveted in the staurt of this procession are inmcorrect.

The crowd started off in a disorganized msnner, dbut soon an orderly prccee-
sion was formed. The workers carried & single, improvised banner bearing the
inscription, "We, the construction workere, demand a rsducticn in the norms.”

At first, there were nc desands for free eiections, resignation of the government,
etc.

Without encountering any resistance, the vorkers marched vis Alexenderplatz,
Unter den Linden. Friedrichstrasse, and lLeipzigeretrasse to the square in front
of +%e main entrar~e to the House of Niniwtries (governmest building); dy this
tir.: +the preocessicn had increased to a total of about 1,500 pnrsons. During
the & ¢, their loud demands were directed against the ncrm increase and the
vrice poliries.
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When the two delegates from Block 30 demaaded to speak to Grotewonl or
Ulbricht at the entrance to the gevarnment bullding, the crowd pressed roxward.
When peither Grotewohimor Wibricht appesrsd, there were mass chants and -~ Tor
the first time -- political demands such ae "Down with the government!”

The cries of protest by ithe stesdlly inersasing crowd resulted is the sppear-
ance =7 Heinrich Rau, Planning Minister [possibly refers to Rau's position aa
Coordinator of Industry and Transport ] and Deputy Ministsr-President, and of
Fritz Seltmann, Minister of Metallurgy and Ore-Mining [according to a decisisn
nf the GED Cemtral Comsaittee on 6 October 1953, Selbwann wne sppoiuted Micister ..
7 Heavy Industry} &% - window of the government buildimg. The crowd, however, -
demavded that Ulbricht . .« (rotewohl appear. )

When the clamor subsided, & table was carried in front of the entrance :
eps and placed in the midast cf the crowd. Sslbimann appeared and spoke, but ..
he was ~onstantly interrupted by loud excismations. When he called out: "I :
am & vorker ayself,” the crowd replied, "But you have long since forgotten tbat’“
Va1 ue addressed them ss "Dear collemgues,® the .crowd shouted back, "Yom are ., i

- uot our colleague -- you are a scoundrel und & traitor.”

Phen a werker jumped up cn the platform with Selbmann and spoke, using
o oapproximately whe Dolloadey words: "Whet you (Sulbesne) bave teld un doeo el
‘interest us aT all. We want to be free. Our demonstration 1s not wnly direcied
against the nourms. We are noc only fraw Stalin-Allec tut rfrom all over Berlin.
This is a revolt by the pecple. We demand rree and 3ecret elections.” The man

rexzained anonymcus and disappeared intc the crowd,

When Selbmann tried +o coutinue his speech, n: was again interrupted by
chants such ai "We want te be froa" and “de derund free eiecticnz.”

Anclher speskecr irom the rauks of the we.lkers calica oit, "Colleagnes. cur
asmapas will curely wol we TMfilles iy sirize ~znvinue. we proclaim
a2 guneral strice 1or roncsiow.”

Avcut 1430 bhours, the Ifulluwing anuovucasne w5 made from a loudspeaker
car whi:h appeared at ihe House of Ministriase: "fue vourcil of Ministers has
canceled the norm increase. The vorkers arve requestsd to loave the area in
front ¢f the House of Ministries.”

About 1500 hours, “he majority of the demonstrators had left the square
in front of the ministries. Some groups, engaged in heated discussions, remained
Lehind.

Between 1700 and 1500 hours, almost 10,000 pecple -agsembled at Rosenthal
Platz.

About 107 hours, it became knovn that Ulbricht and Grotewohl were tc
speak on the cay's events at 2000 hours at au SED dcmonstration. =n emergency
meeting of the Party Aktiv, in the FPriedrichstadt Palast. However, according
to cther reporits (chiefly prese reports) the Priedrichstadt Palast meeting took
place &t an earlier hour. Some reports claimed that the conferences in the
Friedrichstadt Palast were started es early as the worning of 1f June 1953.

Thousands of people set cut for the Friedrichstadi Palasi; there they en-
countered pro-Commmnist demonstrators, who carried baaners which read "Long
live tte government of the GDR!" Fighting resulted.
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In their speeches, Grotewohl and Ulbricht stated, among other thirgs, that
they 414 not intend to avoid seriocus discuseione with the people. Grotewonl
stated farther tast the ZK of the would receive & corprebensive ziatement
of all mistakes andiall: mkasures).and would.make: 115 decisions accordingly.

. Until aboui 2300 hours, there vwere further demonstrations and sewifles : (T
vetween demonstrators and SED sctivismts. The following word spresad among the ... i .o
demonstratorar "A gensral strike will be held tomorrcw. Aszemble &t 0630_ PR
houre et Biraussberger Platz.” L L

© ¢. The Question of Reaponsibility for the Uprisings

In the light of subseguent analysis, it appsars frrelevant vhelther the i
[+ originally small-scale protest mareh wes officially instigated, whether the -
“ existing irdignetion comcerning the norm incremses was exploited by *the govern-:
. ment, or vhether the intentions t» strike, vhich vere doudbtless known, were. '’
only tolerated. : RERCTAT

There is no question cf the fact that, after 8 wears of suppreusion,‘::'a
N genuine rebtellion ocsurred. o _ - L i S

‘The ‘originally small-samle &e:ucmtra‘«.icn‘\"; whicl vare rrv"é"m‘{‘»‘l.;r «glecated,
spread to assume tremeadous proportions and taousn slipped rrox the coatrol of
of the Soviet rulers. [The following sve sauwple cpinlois on tae cause of the
riots: ]

1. A worker from Stalin-Alice attributed ihe canse nf the strike Lo the
norm increeses; hovever, e differed from the [cregoiug cyewitness reperts in
that he claimed that 80 ccmstruaclion workers planned a strika for 16 June but
were orevented vy the ¥rpa fvam Qeacrstisting M. workor saild that one or .l
greiap of con3hlucudd: ~uslvte €slRERG, Zlenrl.d the worker, at ctker construe-
+4on ed%es, and therah 4 rted the: demosialior worch {fhis m2y be unothe:
version of & prisc roport which gteated thar 70 not 57 werkavs were to acl oo
~vders of the Communist govserament, Ynut trac one <L he group betrayed the
.‘a2n and thus started 2 mass dcsongtvation.}

2. A youpg worker from ttalin-Allee stated that the reascn for the riots
was unmistakably the ncrm increases, which resulted in the resolution tc present
a joint grievance to Ulbricht, following fricticn wvith the Walter Ulbricht
brigade.

3. Another ood source stated that the ricta were not started by the
Cormunist government, but that they wers caused by the resentaent sgainst the
norm increases. However, this Jource was of the opinion that the resscn why
the riots were not quelled [by the GDR govermsent] at the start was to prove
to the w.-1d that free expression of opinion vas altogether possible in the GDR.
A8 wus personally observed by this source, the Yopo not only refrained from
intervening, but even cleared the way for the procession.

That the intention to tolerate small-scale demonstrations was in line
with the more lenient policy of the new course is evidevced by the foregoing
reports describing the tolersiat attitude of the Yopo, which was doubtless
orderzd not to intervens. This restraint on the pxrt of the Yopo {which was
also pointed out ik connmeetion with the happexicge in Neuruppin, and vwhick can
be perceived in many other reports and press announcements on border and inter-
zonal traffic) may be one of the reasons for the rspid spread o2 the revolt on
16 June.

S
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'R According te the report of an euployee of the Bast Ferlin Pollse Bead-
querters, the Vopo received am order on 16 June which prohiblited shootisg. This
order wis pot rescinded until the Soviet troops arrived on 17 June,

It cun be regarded as certain that, with the knovledge of the Polit:uro
and the GOR government, the construction workers were t©o prasent a reavlution
to Grotewohl and Ulbricht. It is possible , and even probeble, that the workers
themselves made the decision met only to dispatch delegates bat slsc to etert
5 generel revolt. However, thers is no doubt that the QDR government expected
end approved s demonstration of criticism to a limjted and controlled extont.
Without question, this spproval wes inspired by the Soviet High Commission,
vhich, as showa by the -er-all developments since 11 June, vas intereeted in )
a demonstrative eriticism of tke goveroment and of the D covrse formerly fol-
lowed; it wes the intention of the Soviet High Commisaion that tkis couree T
readjusted to the level of public epinion. : PRI SN

III. FURTEER DEVELOMMENT AND SFRRAD OF THE RICTS

_A. Bsquence -7 “vents on 17 Jupe 1953 in East Berlin e g e Do

Arout 0700 hours & big crowd ussembled on Gtalin-Allee. Word was circulated
that the protest would be continued, no one wouid work, and the crowd would g0
again to Leipzigerstrasse.

A4 about (45 hoers, . .. Lcesolon of demonsirators worehed from Straussberger
Piatz ia lexandesolatz to Leivzigerstrasee. Mos; tulicus perscns Joiued thia
b x4 P
group. . martieip:ats shanted, “Down wne the SKL" apd 'We deprnd free elec-
*iee O

Anvsut O8O pica, L, ondAliional Vopo sgeda vere slevied oY the Fest Berlin
FCiice radin  Vono zigade aud prucklacds nr Rawdsd ATy urtts were seen in tha
streets.

The first disarming of Vop. units occurred ai 0810 hours, when the head of
the demonstrators' proceesion snd a Vepo cordon collided on Leipzigerstrasse.
The crowd yielde. ' moved to Potsdamer Platz, where large numbers of people
were also ase~r*ie. 1 the western [Bector] side.

At 0830 hours , snother group of demonstrators tried to crash through the
side entrances cf the Hcuse of Ministries. At 0915 hours, severzl processions
of demonstrators met at Potsdamer Platz. At 0930 hours, a large crowd of pesgle
again started in the direction of the House of Minjstries. Kicsks were sot on
fire. At 1000 hours, fndividual guards and patrols were ordered by the East
Berlir police radio to retreat and Join larger police units. At 1015 hours,
the Vopo guard at Columbushans was dfisarmed. At 1020 hours, there vere severe
clashes and riots in front of tha House of Ministries.

At 1000 hours, the ZX of the SED held a conference st the Karl Liebknecht
House. All available editors and radio personnel were summoned to the meeting.
Hersarnn Axen directed that the foilowing general line would be taken by the
nevepapers and radic: "“The snemy agents in West Berlin, witk the aid of fascist
provocetewrs, are attempting to disrupt the understandicg which has begun to
develop among the Germans. Behind ull this are the Aasrizans, who, at the name
time, want to vreck the understanding which has begun tc develop betvesn the
USSR and other grest powers. The inperisdist agents in West Derlin are respon-
sible for all consequences.” Axen stated further that the Soviet Zovernment
would intercede with the Western powers and would bring up the entire prodlem
of West Berlin vith its "nests of sgonts.” The meeling lasted until 1109 hours.
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At 1040 hours, 6-8 Soviet P-34 tanks and 6-8 armored scout care snd trucks,
carrying Sovist tronps, drove up in fromt of the House of Ministries.

At 1115 hours, demonstretcrs took down the red flag ot Brandenburger Tor.
At 1130 Lours, there were mass demonstrations involving 15,000-20,000 peruicipants, -
at the Lustgarten square.

- At 1200 hours, Soviet tanks appeared on Unter den Linden and Lelpzlgerstinsse. . o ’
. Adoleseents flung stones at the Soviet tapks in froat of the House of NMinistrles. i .

At 1300 hours, s statc of emergency wae aancunced. Strests were cleared
" of demonstrators by S . tanks; the Vopo un@ertook "clean-up” operatione, and’ '
i S sheoting occurred. The first injury cases included leg, calf, and arm wounds 0.
S ) ‘ Do Tas well as grazing wounds. o By the evening of ‘17 J‘me. 16 fa*,a;itieb and mrej .

: ' e A han 100 induries were reported in East Berl in._- ' : T

-7 SR ook ) At 1500 hours, families Uf members of the govermem and of the ZK of the .
E AT ' i 88D were evacuated in Soviet trucks 1o Mecklenburg (%o Kuenlungsbora, a Baltic -

Sea resort). ‘At 1600 hours, ZK function&ries, under the ,rotection of Soviet .

tanks vere mcve'ﬂ Tx on the Karl Lieb)mmcht Eouse R : L

= ' ' ' B. Snread cf ‘xe Rio an't Tite GDR

Reports from various anurces agree tnat news cf the riots in Bast Berlin
reached all cities tharoughout tne GDR &8 eslly us 1€ June 1953. Thie news was
apread ravidly by RIAZ {(Redio in the American Sectnr) and other western radio

: stations, as well as Ly railrcad persomnc)., darivers of vchicles, and travelers.
- In many cities, the u-vs J.eO. to immediate preparalions for enmikes and demon-

. strations scheduled for 17 June 1953.
© Y Oroups 0f stolt. 4 (Caielkhomoandns) sl the Teume Yorrs doclded to go to
Be - ir grd pariicinsre Ir fhe demondiintisus. Thoy Zoomped. 23 AL3 many olner
t groupe ¢F Aemongtratsrs, waat a eepfral managenent an Berlin would direcy the
uprisings for the entire zore ana ihey int eru&'i to estahliay contset witk ihis
. . central group. However, n 1Y June 1953, wben the Leuna workers were enrcute

tc Berlin, Soviet troops prevented them from contiuulng their trip.

T ' Apart from telephonic inquiries in East Berlin and iroipc undertaken by
individuals to obtain information, the Leunz Workers’ trip appears to have

. / been the only noteworthy attempt to establish contact between the centers of
, unrest in the GDR and Bast Berlin. One report does claim that or 16 June
1953, 3,000-5,000 workers of the Wismuth Works, in Aue, secured 114 tirucks,

2 tank cars, and one ambulance to drive to Berlin, but that Soviet troops
forced them to turn back on 17 June. However, this report pertly contradicts
other repnrts received.

The strikes, demonstrations, and uprisings began almost concurrently
in the GDK in the forenoou of 17 June 1953, without direst contact with the
* ; focal peint of unrest in EBast Berlin. Conflicte of groater severity than in
L East Berlin ucsurred {n various nities. The demonsirators did not. restrict
themselves %o forming processicns end attacking SED fuactionaries sund the Vopo,
but stormed administrative builaingz, SED centra. offices, police bureaus, and
prisons. In many places, btuildings and documants vere set an fire. In many
cases, members of the Vopo aad SED or 35D (State Security Service) functionaries
were slain.

The countermeasures taken by the Soviets vere correspondingly more severe

in the GDR than in Bast Berlin. The percentage of fatalities and injuries in
the GDR considerably exceeded the percentage ir Bast Berlin.
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18 June 1953 snd their manifeststion on & lcesl level o the days folloslinyg in-
velved alwmost the whole of the GDR. It Lus been established that strikes,
demonstrations, snd riots osemrred in 67 cities and industrisl centers of the
GDR (see Bncicsure 1),

The great numher of availeble reports indicate that the riote on 17 end : f B :{;f

Outstending focsl points of unrest developed inm the Ealle, Merseburg, Lewmns,
Bitterfeld, Lelpailg, and Magdebury areas on 17 and 18 June 1953. There arn
contradictory reports as to the course of the uprisings in the uranium mining
region. Violent riots 8nd blcody clashes were reported Yrom Brandendburg/¥avel,
Coswig, Erfurt, Finstervalde, Gere, Goerlitz, Jens, Quedlinburg, Rathenow, Dessau-
Rosslau, and Rostock-l" :muende. The following trief summaries are baged on

_information eveilable on the uprisings in these foasl centers:

1. Balle

Strikes began in the foremoon of 17 June 1453 at the railroad~car and :
vehicle-body plants snd the Haile HMachine Factory. About 15,000 workers from
the Buna Works and sbout 35,000 workers from the Leuana Works participsted. in

_the uprisings. .

The diziriay cowrt and the prison weva ~onced.’ ond 46 PR prage
onerz were freed. In the coursce of thie action, one Vopo officer was Killed
ané three Vopc men were injured. The SED Bezirk menageseusi offices were broken
...tn, and the Vopo guard was disarmed.

Heavy stieet fighls cocurred after the intervertion ¢ Soviet trcops
and <ne XVP. 0o 17 June i5%3, where were 2§ Patzi‘<iuvs and & severely wounded
aases. (b can be assumed thet Lhe total nmumosr of casasliies vasg ennsiderabily
hrigher ifter the conflicts an 38 June 15%2

> Mergeturs ol Teny

-ta.T hostile wnoounters orn 17 Tupe Lenwoon workers “ron the Leuns
Works und the Yopo, twe Vap? men vere lynched by the wouikers. Befcre Soviet
troops occuypiea the key reniers in the Leuna Works, Tirss were cterted in the
wvorkshops. Extensive fires caused heavy damages.

fhe Leuna workers marched to Mersehrurg to perticipate in the demon-
stratious heid there. A Soviet officer who fired at & woman was slain by workers.
Pariy offices of the SED and the FDJ (Free German Youth) in Merseburg and Leuna
were demolished.

There were violent conflicts between the Vopo and demonstratcrs; the
latter attacked Vopo men with iron bars. About 240 Vopo men took off their
uniforms and threw their weapcns away. There were casualties and injuries
among the workers.

3. Bitterfeld

Demonstrators took over the town nall and the police station. The
burgumaster and SED functionaries were locked up in cellar rooms. Workers
besieged the prison and released 2k prisoners. Vopo and SED functionaries
were put into the prison cells.

An extensive wave of arrests began after Soviet troops intervened.

Leipzig

The demonstrations beganm on 17 Jun® 1553 with a march of silent protest,
in which 5,000 wvorkers participated. The total number of demonstrators in the
city proper during the course of the day vas estimated at 80,000.

S
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Demongtrators used sirsetcar ralls to storm poiice headguarters. The-
lower court (Amtsgeric}rt) was teken over, snd documents vere burped. Demoas
strators destroyed apd set £ire to the "Pavilion of the Natiomal Front." Partle-
ipants in the rebellion occupied the main ratlroad station, stormed the pclice
station at the railrced station, and burned uniforms of the rallway police.

Lord Mayor Hlich was epprehenled and struck down by the demonstrators. There
vere zsss demonstrationa at the monuxent commemorating the Battle of Leipzig;
eyewitnepaes estipate thati 25,000-30,000 persons participoted. The houae of
the FpJ Kreis management, locsated on Ritterstrasse, was stormed. 8ED offices
vere stormed and burned down. e

At 1100 hours -~ .7 June 1953, a state of emergency vas declared. ?090"-‘
units and acme Soviet truops were used; sirvonger Sovist forces apperently were = i
not used until the afternoon. : . : SCITEAS

e ave)
Cwea

E B ' The First confifcte betweer Soviel trocps mud UedcHsirators ed
E LT geven fatalitlies and 120 injury cesee. When the victims of the Leipzig riots

- L L wvere cremated, 68 urns were counted. It Is 10t clear whelher thece Figures
* 3 L Lo account for the totsl number of deathe csused in Leipzig. ;

re

1 e ) } A wave of mrrests# occeurred on 18 June. . Three vorkers were court<: i
F Lol partisled and shot. : : : : Sl

5. Magdsbturg

L The Thaelmacn Plant (foxrmerly Krvypp; was the starting puiut for the
co demonstrations oa 17 Jume. The merticipante in +he ri0ts stormed und occupled
the town nall, the court bullding, the fpade-un’on buildlng, vne SED building,
e and the FDJ center. %he Vopo guerd unit al tae main reilsnd etation was dis-
) K L voad; one raiiroad cer £or the trrnspsrt nf priscrers ans brcken inte. The
* +zdehurg-¥eustadt peienr yas etarnel, and 2AT yolitleal tIisorers were set
. The sttempt &7 storm the Megdaburg-Suderrury priscn Swiled hecruse the
Sy Vouo *ired el the demmactriicre, e metici 2lnpe rosulted in the Jeath LT
12 worhkers

R After cemonatrators stormed police neadquarterc, they wers: farced on

A to o railroad embankment by Scviet troops end *ired at with antitank guns. At
1600 hours, Scoviet tanks were used; rigorous acticn was teken against the
rioters.

A Sowirt court-uartial pronounced c=vea death sentences, twc of which
were imposed on youths and four on Thselmann Plant workers. In other cases.
long prison sentences were imposed. A totel of 138 casualties were caused by
the Magdeburg urrisings.

6. Uranium-Miring Region {Wismuth area, including Aus, Schwarzenberg,
Johanngeorgenstadt, and Annsaberg)

The reports on the scquence of events during the uprisings differ so
widely thav, *o date, it has not been possidble to cbtain & clear picture of
the actual course of events.

a. One source reported as follows:

There were no strikss or riots in the urenium mining region. Three
armed members of the Vopc accospanied each shift of workers. All shafis were
occupied by Soviet guard units. Vopo units vere stationed at all railroad
statione during the time that a siate of emergency was in effect, that is, from
17 to 27 Junz. From two to six members of the Vopo were stationed on the trains.
The inspection of identity papers was strictly enforced.
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On 17 June, about £0,000 vorkers demended that wranlum-sre mining
operations be suspended. SED buildings were demoliazhed; town halls were
stormed in Aue, Schwarzemberg, Johaungeorgenstadt, Marienberg, Elbenstock
Auerbach, and Palkenstein. In the course of eclaghes betusen the Vopo end the
workers, sbout 550 Vopo men were digarmed and forced to participate in the
procession of demonstrators. :

In Aue and Annaberg, taenks bearing Bovietl troops advanced on the
demonstrators, some «f “hor barricaded themselves. Despite the early cccupation”
of the shafis by Sovie ~ioops armed with fixed bayonets {(for example, 300 '
soldlers were posted in the shaft ipstallation of Wisauth AG in Johannestall,
eaveral instellations were allegedly destroyed. i :

By the evening of 17 Juue, it had been establisbed <hat there vere
25 dead and 300 wounded throughout the entire aranium-mining region. ;

7. Brepdenburg/BHavel

On 17 June, demonstyators storsed the detentlon house {where priscners .
are kept pendirg javestigation) . " The FROR tullbing ver hurned dovm. Pard of
the Gross Kreutz railroad station vas bturned down. Dsswnstiracors siormed and
seized the SED office and the lower court. Beversl judges and public prosecutors
ware knocked dovn. A pumber of SEf functionaries were slain by participanta in
the riots. Attempts were mads to start extemsive ¢sreot fires in the Brandenburg
area.

8. C-suig

Aciempis LY 110LCrB O SLOYm Ll Jeuvlg pTiaem on 17 June vere unsuciéso-
A rumhe ot of warkers were killed.

9. Erruri
As 8 resuli of heavy street £ights between demonstrating workers and
the Vopo, 14 persons nad died and i30 persons had suffered seriocus Injuries by
the evening of 17 June.

Vopo riot squads were disarmed.

Roviet tan' s vere used against the demonstrators. A wave of arrests
took place, and nu. . ous prosecutions, chiefly against youths, were amnnounced.

10. Finsterwalde

About 2,000 demonstrators stormed the Krels Administration building
on 17 June. Documents were burred. Vopo men were disarmed anu xnocked down.

11. Gera
The starting point for demonstrations cn 17 June vas the B (Bisenach
Motor Works), formerly called the BMK (Bavarian Motor florks). The local Jail
was stormed by rioters, and a great mumber of priscners were freed. Atteanspts
to storm the state prison failed. Several Vopo men were disarmed, and a number
of Vopo vehicles vere destiroyed. At 1400 hours, Soviet ianks were used.
12. Goerlitz

Demonstrators stormed the prison and relessed prisoners. The burgomaster
was removed from his post.
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13. Jens

we SSD building wae demolished by rioters and stormed by the rrowd.
Political prisoners were set free, and documents were burned.

1%, Quedlinburg

The demonstrations began as early as 0600 hours on 17 June. The S5D
. building on Breitscheidstrassge vus stormed, and records were destroyed. The "
Kreis police station was tsken over; police squads were disarmed and imprisomed: S
in the cellars. The D¥FB {German Democratic Women's League) building and the
Haue der Freiheit (Ho = 7 Freedom) were stormed. A Soviet officer and two il
Soviet soldiers wers dissrmed by the crowd and thrown out of windows; all three H:m i
were probably killed. T e e Laget

The Soviets retalisted with severe countermes sures, &
arrests were made. B DL AP SR PR e

©15. . Rethemow
The starting peint for the demonstrations bu 17 Jine was ‘the Ogtical™ .
Works -in Rathenow. ZHicters occupied tha BED offiee nnd _‘cyxrged r@Cores . _Hageéom"‘_,.
{fnu), SBD funcllcnRry, Wb xilled by che crzwd o S T
14, Rosclan
Demonzirators stermed the prison, and ‘B0 prisonsss ware tet free.

Rostock~-Wernemuende

Workers ir Rostoek rintec ~n 17 Tune 2t Lhe VER Niesel Motor Plunt
A large nuroer of wsekines were repderad unaervicesvlie, nnd Tires were sturted
tn several workehops Progerty Udubde WS astimaled a* 00,060 D-utsthe warks
(Bast). !It was estimateq thai rsaumption of profvernion wonld require 3-4
veeke.) Vore )t scquads were revelled by stones. Later, ouviet troous cccuplied
the plant

The War-cw Shipyard in Warnemuende and tne Keptun Chipyard in Rustock
were occupied by Soviet troops on 17 Juge 1553. Whea Soviet troops were employed
again-s demonstrators in Warnemuende, two persons were killed at the outset.
mners were 15C arrests at the Warnow Shipynrd cn 18 gune 1953. ‘The total number
of deaths in Rostock and Warnemuende was estimated at 40. It was established
thut over 25 were wounded.

The aocve data are o te evaluated as pariial accounts and incomplete in-
formation only.

In addition tc the courage of the workers who participated in the uprisings
without the use of weapons, particular attenticn should be called to the fact
that rioterc in many cities tried to take over the key points. The demonstrators
correctly ccnsidered thece key points to be the town halls, the SED central
offices, the police stations, the S3P tuildinge, and, in some cases, the important
transpcreation ceniera. Thus, the Refchsbahn Directorate in Magdeburg wes
temperarily tavan over by demonsirators; similar attespts vere made in (era,
Goerlitz, and Stralsund. In the early afternoon of 17 June 1953, city admin-
istrations, SED headquarters, and police cffices vere forced to suapend cpera-
tions in several cities. However, these successes were short-lived. Soviet
troops broke up &ll centers of resistance on 17 June 1953, and restored author-
ity to the offices vhich had been deprived of their pover.
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All news and reports consigtently indicated that the actions of the rioters
in the individusl citles were not ccordinated, and that central direction of the
uprisings wvas out of the questicn.

C. Abvatement of the Uprisiage

The Scviet occupsticn suthorities were able to break up the workers' riots
in Faet Barlin and the GDR by proclaiming a state of emergency, by using sircug
Soviet army units with a great number of tanks, Dy sumxary executions under
martial lsw, and by instituting rigerous control measures.

Despite the state ~ emergency, isolated strikes end demonstrationa :ontin-
ued in East Barlin and the GDR on 18 June and in the GDRE cn 15 and 20 June, and
. 'even an 22 Jure in the Mansfeld copper mines.

PThe GDR suthorities and the party officees vere reinstated by the Soviet
~ cccupation powers. Mags arrests were wade az early as 18 June in Eas® Berlin.
and the GDE, . :

The seator border in East Rerlin had been sealed off on 17 June. As the
. first relaxation of restrictions, three crosuing poiats vere opwned; as of
223 Jung, iwwee posgitle, within certa’sn limitaticns, <o orrosl toe @007 torder )
with & special pers*t. fperation of the S-Bahn {(Berlin urban electriec rail-
road) hsd been suspended during the .ri0%s; but on 23 June it wes again running
on schedule within the Soviet Sector. Om 1 July, the eector border vas entirely
recpened.

In general, the otete of emergenc) i tue ciites of tne ODR, with the excep-
«ion of 8 few cities in which ‘he aprisings were very extencive, wro ended on
25 and 2f€ Cape. The steta of smeigency IL Bast Berliip wac deciered eaded by
d

n
tre Coviet Commsnlan. of the Suviat sector, ffes~<ve “Li) hours on !'1 July.

IV. USE OF SOVIZT OCCUPATION TROCPS DURING TRZ NFRISINGO

Tse of Soviet Troops in Bast Berlin

1. Concentration of Soviet unite

The demonstrecions in Berlin on 16 June epparently csused the leading
S-viet offices in the GDR, in the late evening hours of 16 June, to take pre-
caution: in th~ avent of further riots in the Boviet Secter of Berlin. Thus,
the Soviev ~ dercd the first units of the lst Mechanized Division, stationed
in Doeber.tz, to start moving 26 early as midnight of 16 June, via Po<sdam, to
the ares oouth of Berlin. Units of this division, whick presumably came
directly {rom the Doeberitz training area, vere observed at 03515 hours on 17
June traveling through Scboenefeld {with 25 tanks), and sbout 1300 hours at the
sector hrrder on Potsdamer Platz as well as in the Rast Berlin downtown aresz.
The major part of the division did not follow until 0400 hours and later in
the morning of 17 June; spparently each unit, after making preparations for the
marck, moved out individuslly.

With the beginning of the large-scals demonsixations on the morning
of 17 June, 1t hecawe evident that the forves of the lst Mechanized Divisicn,
with the KVP and the regular police, would oot be adequate to occupy and secure
the entire Soviet Sector of Berlin and, at the same time, %o barricade the
sector borders. As & result, the 12th Guards Tank Division vas also ordered
to move from Neuruppin to Berlin. The major part of the division, spearheaded
by 200 tanks which probably did not include any heavy tanks, set out from
Neuruppin on the 80-kilometer march about 1300 hours on 17 Jure. About 6o
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trucke with muniticas, from Walkow, joined the moving solumns. The first sec-

tions of the Jivision probably did not reach the central pert of the ciuy belora
2000 houre on L7 June; it was established that the first tims the division want
into action in Esst Berlin was on ths afvernoon of 18 June in the Gesuadbrunmen

Arvas.

The same considerations which prompted the decision to uase the lath
Guards Tank Divielon were probably also instrumental in the aleriing of the
1h4th Guards Mechanized Division in Jueterbsg in the morning of 17 June. This: .~
division was ordsred to march to Berlim. Stromg columns, with over 100 tanka, & ./
were observed moving :long the Zossen-Lichtenrsds rosé bestwesn 1500 and 1700 &
" hours. Wehicles of thi. 1ivision were obssrved {p action in Berlin for the
. first time on 2k June at the Ostkreuz Railrosd Statico. . TR T

-
<.

. SO The unlts of the 1st Mechanized Divisina and tue 12ih Guarde Task :
©. Divisicn,. together witbh XVF units and the vegular police, ware uged. to gesal off i
“ the sector border and to clear the streets. . Some units of doth divisions were
presumably used to nccupy lerge plaats, railrosd statioms, and bridges. The .
Spree River teglaniog at Fumboldt Pafen, prohebly congtituted the dividing line
Cibetween the, diwistons AL okt points mlong Jhw ezt LoTAer . Lie Suviel raniko
and other unite had been relleved of sctual guard dutles by EVP amd regular -
police as early as 19 June, and had withdraws about 200- 300 meters beliind the
secter border Tt was cnly in the section rroa the Gegunidrunnen Railroad
Station to Bernaucr Strasse that tanks of the 12¢h fuards Tank Division re-
mained in the front line. About 24-25 June, the XVT wiliis which haG been as-
signed to the sectcr Lorder verc replaced by remisl po.ice At chx same time.
the diviaione were increasingly concentreilng ru:ls units at :ndividusl points
in the 0iTy sreh, DNlac . Uhie L0CAVLIOR OF Lilchke ITOINTE Vub changed 8lmost
Guily, provebly to display to the popuilace, us Ciebiilr ds possible and 8l as
~npy 34000 vent lozatlode ds podedhie the ytroagln of it Sciiet croops.  As
Y1 L apn the ook gudrds Mecheolzed L.s.s.uil, wiil otroug forces, was sta-
_ 23 st Wuhlheice. 1t wes probebiy inteadsd to vee ihis lGivislon as 8 re:
cirv. force. Besides the tncse divisiort ramed, =dditicral nnits were pcssibly
used i ‘ur Berlu Tea

3. Derarture of Soviet “nits from East Berlin

When conditions were becoming more normal in Berlin, the lith Guards
Mechanized Divisi. with most of 1ts vehicles; was moved from Wuhlheide to-
ward the sou*h during the night of 27-28 June¢. On 27 and 28 June, the tank
uni*s of the ¢:vision were entrained at the Btalin Allee, Adlershof, and
Schoenewaide railrcad stations; their destination was Jueterbog.

In early July, the 1st Mechanized Division assembled its units, which
had been concentrated in individual groups in Berlin south of the Spree River
and of Stalir Allee, in the Waublheide aves. Toward the end of June, parts of
the 12th fluards Tank Division begap to pull out of Berlin proper o the arze
west of Buch and north of Berlin; other components, including heavy tank units,
remained in the city. The further evacuation of the 12tk Quarde Tank Division,
which had been planned for the week ending & July, appears to have been canceled
in early July; thus, the division anits remsined io the Buck ares and in Berlin
proper. This measure may have beer caused by the obdurate attitade cf the
populace, which was determined to strike again if the promises were not kept
concerning better living conditions and the release of persons arrested i con-
nection vith the demonstrations on 17 June. It was not until 11 July that the
tank unite of these two divisions began to leave, froa the Buch and Schosnewvelde
raflrcad stations, for Neurwppin and Doeberitz. During the night of 12 July,
parts of the 1st Nechanized Division departed, marching via Schoenefeld.
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Avout 15 July,, vhile parts of the lst Mechanized Divieion and the 12th
Guards Tank Pivision were still being evecuated from the Bzst Berlin area, paris
of the Tth Guards Hechanized Division frua Fuerstenwalde end the 6tk f!uu“as
Mechanjized Division From Freienwalde were veing sent to East Berlin, apparenc ¥
to relieve the departing trccqm '

B. Use of Boviet Troops in tm ot

. Sovist troops were used, on the one hand, to sundue *he riols, aud on thr '
. other hand -- in many citiee -. a3 & pracaution&ry meaaure onl», to fozus.al‘
no-demonstroations | e : P » : . :

- Soviet commanders procmmed a at&.te or mrgeucy in moa.. cities &5 early -
 June, and in some cities on 18 June. . In general, with the excerticn of
focal cemiers of xmreew, the piste of 'e:metgeucy wan enled aller 'a

4 of & 10 days. L L e

When the uprisings started, mosh of the Sovie¢t units wese in summer camps %
at troop training grounds and the garrisons thsmssives were, to s large extent,
devoid of ticops. On 17 snd 18 Jume, troop contingents wera sent from the
‘training pisces Lo the individuel cities and industrial ceatera slmost. exclu~ 7
Leively via nighways, as wae the came with <hc. titrops whish were breught lute
‘Rerlin. Tank uiits were transported by rail oaly fren the Templiu training
srea-duricg the zight of 16 June. Thus, units of the Bth Guarde Mechanized
Division, with motorized equipment, moved & distarce of 120 kilometers from
the Koenigsbrueck training azee to Leipzag. ‘This measure, which 1» contrary
o wll Aoviet practiced hilaerto cbserved, may uave raen taken to nave time;
mor=cver, the uncertainty as un the exteat the railroad workers would partic-
ipate in ihe geveral urrizinge may aulso bave plaved a psri. Aceording to
avaliehle reports, Novever, ¢mly ine railrned workcid 13 *he arsa f Reiehelairn
Mvision % ('n‘uz..cman, Sotued 10 Zue Struike on 17 cud M Juze.  Regulsr rail
shipmentr ware In geu2tal not obsfived &gc . wntil 20 Jwse

.Before ihe Sovie® units from th» truiping areas arrived in the varigus
cities, reserve detacnmentc ststloned in theze citles were frequently vsed o
combat the demonstrations ard to protect public buildings. Trecps vere sent
into tle cities until sbout 20 June and, in isolated cases, until 22 June.
After about 25 June, usually after the state of emergency wss rescinded, the
troops beger to return to the troop trainirg grounds

The following is a description of the use of Soviet troops in Halle,
Leipzig, and Magdeburg, cities vhich were outstanding focal points of unrest:

1. Halle Arza

At 0800 hours on 17 June, the strikes began in the large plants in
Halle, in the Buna Works in Schkopau, andi in the Leuna Works near Mersebuxg.
A total of 220,000 men went on strike. About 50 tanks vere used imn the city;
in the evening hours, the tanks were reinforced by squads of motorcycle rifle-
men and artitonx-gun units. The state of emargency vas announced about 2000
hours During the night of 18 June, 50 Stalin tanks arrived fros the direction
of Dessau-Jueterbor A general 3trike prevailed on 18 Jjune; in some zases,
strikes were 3till iu effect in the worning hours of 19 June. The first troop
units are sald to have left on 19 June. On 20 June, three convoys, including
50 tanks from the Lossa training area and unite of the 2ist Guards Mechanized
Division, were observed in Naumburg traveling in the direction of Berlin; these
convoys were undoubtedly bound for Halle. Om 23 June, a troop transport which
allegedly came from Juetertog was unloaded in Halle. On 2% June, the state of
emergency had not yet been ended.
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So far, it has not been possible to idemtify the troop uuita nsed. It -
{s eassumed, however, that ot first, unite of the Saccnd Guards Mechanized Army ~-
possibly the Tth Guarde Tenk Diviafon -. intervsned, and that these unlis were
later relleved by units of the 21st Guerds Mechsnized Division stationed in Hnlle.
2, Leip:ig

At 116C houre on 17 Jume, & stete of emergency waé proclaimed in Leipzlg.
The first of the treops to be used against the extensive uprisings was the Tank
Instruction Battalion of the 8th Guards Mechapized Division from the Heiterblick
barracks. About 0700 hours on 18 Jupe, spproximstely 1,000 men arrived at the
Sohoenau barracks. B¢ reen 0900 and 1500 hours, S0 tanks, which presusably be-
longed t¢ the lst Guards Tank Begiment of the 8th Guards Mechanized Diviasion
and wileh came from the direction of Wurzem, arrived st the Heiterblick barracks.

Man ~r -~ .
Suaids Mochanized

Regiment of the Bth Guerds Mechenized Divielon, arrived at the fdeiterblick ber-
raske. Purthermcre, in the course of the afternccn of 18 June, largs sphiaireraft- -
artiilery and tank uaits, traveling cn the Autooshn from the dirmstion of Aulle; :
were said to hsve gone to the Heiterblick barrecks. By this time, 1,500 wmen o
were assembled in the Scheenau barracks, and larger units, with A0 tenks belonging
1o the Hbth Heavy Tank and Self-Propelled Artillery Regiment of the Bth Guards © .
“ Wecharized Divisicn, were lovated ir the barracks srea . Pacts of tals regiuont.
vith b heavy tanks, vere szen ou' 17 June woving from Griwma to leipzig: On '
22 June, the garrison headguarters wes guarded dy six additional tapks.

Tt hac been cstablished without = doubt that carly on 18 June, large
urits of the Sth ouards Mechanized Divisicn wers assluned te the city. As re:
ijaforcements, the two tank :regimeaie of the Hth Guardc Nithanaxed Division Urom
Borna and Lelsnig, &6 wel: as ~cmponents luctay tank wnits) of the 2Cth Guarde
Mechanized Rogiment of the 8th Guerds M2-banized Divigoon Trom Grimwe, jolaed
the vrots 9° the Atyiedan ccrmanently ciationed {n feavzls  The tiocp urite
wi:ich allegediy advencad Yrom the dirastiorn of Ha'le could aotl be tdentified,
1+ 1g tonsielz that they Lelopged 1o the Tk Searas Tapl Divicion The lsrge
.nits of the %th Suards Meshar:zed Divisinn which were sent ‘n from Koenigstrvzcw
were rrots o1y 2.erted during the 2fternoon of 17 Juwe, and vere started on their
way ir the cveuivyg hcui. of the same day.

2 Magdebury

In Magiehurg, extensive riots and sirikes begen in all plants in the
morning houra o1 17 June. The fact that the regular rolice force had ieft for
Beriin on 15 June was advantagecus for the demonstrations. There are contra-
dictory reports ss =o wr - the Jirst Soviet tanks were used against the dem-
onstrations; eseow. report: sive the tiwe as 1000 hours, while others claim that
1t was 1500 ... '.». According to reports from Magdeburg and, from Raldensleben
concerning the departure of tank units from the southern part of Letziinger
Heide 1in the direction of ¥agdeburg, large parts of the 19th Guarde Mechbanized
Divielon, ar well as the troops of the Third Shock Army situated in the barracks,
must lave been assigned to quell the riots on 17 June. On 20 June, some strikes
were still woing on; hovever, most of the iroop units bad withdrawn frew the
city and had encircled the cily in & state of combat reaidiness. On 22 June,
reace reigned in the city.

Tn sddition to the 19th Guards Mechanized Division, parts of an en-
gineer rcgiment were brought into Magileburg on 17 Jure.

- 19 -

§-B-C-R-E-T

B B e - SV P S U S ST

S

anitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/16 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600150185-0



i R B ]
t

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/16 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600150185-0 -

T

8:E-8-R-B-T

ferr i~

C. Summary of Ccomitwent of Soviet Arsy Unite in Bast Berlip and the ODR

: The alerted troups were equipped with stsel helmets, gas nanks, full pack,
acd biapkets. The fact that seweroas mmuitions trucks from smsanition depots
sccoapanied the marching columns indicates that, in addition to the tws thirls
of full combat issue of apmunition for weapons, spparently the batislion and
regimentsl supply csrriers trapsported one third of full combat issus of
amgunition. dasoline wes contimuslly brought in frem the various garrieous.

The maln streets were clesred by wedge-shaped tank formaiions, folloved
by motovized {nfentry maits, which forced the crowds intc the side eirsetis.
Important building com, >xes and erosizoads were gasrded by tanks, e wsll es
by 76-millimeter ¥ield guns snd 57-millimeter antitank guns. Additicpsl protec-
tion wus provided in the vicinity of sl) Soviet quarters by the erection of
12, T-mdlidmater sntinivaraft manhine guna.. Ths air vants in the paar of the
tanzs were partislly covered with tarpaulin, probably for protestion aghinst
incendiery sgents and burning debrie. The troops sesigned to Berlin orected
pid statlons, using uaw tents of Gersan manufacture.  The masbers on tanke and
_vehicles were not alimys covered, snd the methods of concealsant nsed were not
| uniform; thus, msterisls were pastad over some minters snd other mumbers vers -
coveved with ehalk. .

Obpervers in the Potsiam cea reported that vhen the trbcfps were mlerted, a '
the Soviet familims were assembled, very hurriedly in sume cases, in the bar-
racks .

in general, the Soviet troops which were vsed gavre the {mpregsion of being
well-disciplined and trained.

Of tre 22 combot wuits ststiuned an the DR, Lt wac Zsveintined vhat ecompunents
% 13 unite were upxd duiipg the sprigiLgs, oome oF therc unitc yere engaged

only in patrol ssrviza in their aress [ge€ Allosace 2

4 Alersing of Scviel il1 Porce fmring the Urrisinge

Wheress normal flighi-practice operations were 81ill going on at all bases
on 16 June, sprarently an all-out alsrm wes sounded on 17 Jane for the fighter
aireraft regiments (sic) 4o the GDR

Thus, on 17 June, the fighier regiment which had beea traansferred in early o

June Troe Doeberitz t¢ Brandenburg-Brizat wea reascigned to the Doeberitz air

b. = %he zrevs stocd Ly the sirersft, and ten bombs were held in readinmess

at each rlane The air base boundaries were more strictly guardedi. At the

Brandis 1:: oda.s-, where another fighter aircraft regiment was stationed, there

vere also aireraft ready to take off, each ocrupied Ly two mer. Also at this

air base, special guards vere posted, sevaral tanks vere moved in, and anti-

aircraft guns were set up.

The rest of the air force units vere engaged in normal flight-practice
operations on 17 June.

On 18 Jume, all flying operstions stopped; all asr force units in the GDR
were in a state of alert; the crews atood by the aircraft; the aircraft were
dispersed over the airfield, und some were parked behiud revetments. Trucks
and tank trucks were covered with cumonflage netting, and security measurses at
the air bases were intensified.

Most of the flying units were s3till under aler’ orders on 19 June. Oniy
limited flying operatioms, involving transport and reconndissence aircraft,
were observed.
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On 20 Jupe 1953, the alert was lifted and normsl Slying opersiions were
resumed. The Tighter regiment which had been trapaferred to Doeberitz oa 17
June was reassigned to- Brandenburg-Briest on 22 Juns.

V. USE (F PEOPLE'S POLICE DURYEG THS EIOTS IN BAST HERLIN AND THE GOR

"A  Effects of the "Hew Course" on the E¥P

; The change in policy imtrodused by the GDR govermment dnring the firat haif
" of June resulted im tl.. :olloving inclsive measursas affecting the Peoplae's Pollice:

L The construction projects pf the K¥P were curisiled. : \

2. The military trainiag of S3D and FDJ members from 18 to 30 yeers of age, ..
a program which the KVP had already started, wvas discontlnuad. B

3. Rezruiting for the EK¥P war tcmporariiy suspended.

L. The Oranienburg, Brandenburg-Hohenstuecken, and possibly Potsdan cadre
divisions, which vere sailed ~Verbaende™ (units v =agk fecpes) ana vhich ave o
directly subordinate to the Kinistry of Inte:ior, were reuemed "Bereitechaften”
(slert units}, the regiments subordinate to thcse divisicne were renamed
“Kommandos.” Thns, these units were given *he 3ame designations they had vefore
their build-up was begun iz the spring of 1532  Whether the use <f the vid
desiguations also lavolves crganiczationat cnanpes, wr whether this measure i
intended only ae a pretense ihat tihese unitc er: mercly nollce units, remainc
to be geen

che cilonsc L8 N CANLAC (17D mer o ovhe KVE have nob beon

conf1rmed.

B. Use and Conduci of thcﬁ}_‘ﬂgm__ﬁ:_g‘nri‘sigg§

Buring the riots, the EVP wos used preponderantiy in the areas in which
1ts garrisons were iocated. Reinforcement units vere sent to the Berlln area
from the area of the Army Group North (Armeegruppe Nord) and from Sachsen. A
large part of the KVP units and training schools were only alerted and were
not aaqtually used.

Established reports concerning the activities of the K¥P include the
follovings

1. The Oranienburg alert unit (cadre division) vas alerted at 0530 hours
on 17 June. Two thouzand men were sent in a motor-vehicle convoy to Berlin
where they were firct assigned to Alexanderplatz and later dispersad in Treptow.

2. ¥rom 16 tc 20 June, m units were evacusted from the KVP Weisswasser
troop-trainiog area and were reassigned to their garrisons. Om 25 June, the
Kochten camp was again occupled by 80C VP mer.

3. ¥ive XVP companies at Pasewslk ware assigned to Berlin on 17 June.
They returned to Pasewalk om 29 aprd 30 September 1553.

4. The Prora KVP Division was alerted on 19 June, but was not used.

5. Since the Leipzig KVP units had to be returned from the Weisawasser
troop-training area, they could mot be employed in Leipzig until 18 June. The
XVP remained on duty in Leipzig until 25 June, vhereas the Soviet troops, vhich
had been assigned there on 18 June as a security force, were relicved of their
duties as early as 23 June.
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6. A £¥P battalion from the paerenstein-Niederschlsg unit was enployed
in Berlin on 20 Juna. (fhis EVP group wmé from ome of uime garrisone meat
aistent from Berlinm.)

7. ‘the artillery parracks of the Ealle XVF unit, whish are occnpied by
1,500 men, were guardsd oy Soviet units on LT June.

R, On 25 June, the bdulk of the Rostock E¥P upit, which had mot been used
at firat, ves moved to the zonel hordsr. S

9. 'In the area of ihe Arny @roup Horth, apscial troining prograss already '
" underyay wers noet #usye. Au4 &uring the wprisings. . L

10, In sadinior to the EVP units, some of which were trangported to Berlin P e
from remote garrisons, usite of the bordsy police {whnich ewciiclicd Brriin) and
of the reguler police {scms of which likewise csme from distent cities such o&

Qoerli‘tz‘; were masigned to Berdin.

The conduct of ti) K¥F pembers was extremely varied; —eports oo th2ir behave - \
{or range from desertion to ruthless shooting. On the basis of an evaluation s
of all available reports, the KY¥P cannot be considered relisble, as far as the. .
Soviet rulers mre concernec, for use on the hmae frovs ) B e i

¢. Sea Police During the Jprisinge

The Sea Polize wers no% used in coanechlon with the uprisings. The rlotitlas
at Peenemuende apparently were clertea on 1B June and yer.t To ger in & group;
only two unidentified vessels reswined in port. The riotillas é14 not return
to port until 25 June

T 35 poasille flafb the crevs Wers cot _orsiiavad crsoliavcly relieble,
apd the flotilims wer2 s=dzrpd L0 €3 TO Prevent Cezerihoa A moiinv. It ues

for ihis reason tuti, 1n Kovewber 1618, indiviiuil German aavRl Un1is Yatl
upreliable cre. T Were ~rdesrmd Lo sed.

VvI. PSYCBOLOGICAL BACKGROURD ARD CONSEQUENCES OF TEE UPRISINGS

The uprisings vere the culmination of & pronounced revolutionary situation
in the GDR, which »us brought about by the forced sovietization of the GDR with-
out regard to the vasic needs of the populace. Although signs of unrest, strikes,
ete. gave verevarning of the outbreakx of the uprisings, poth Easti and West
were taken unawarea.

The chief supporters of the riots were the workers of the GDR, who hsd
been driven beyond endurence and vho had nc regard for their own cafety. Bn-
couraged by the West and, for the first time after 8 years of suppression,
emerging from the igolation vhich exists under the system, the workers becane
conscicus of their revolutionary power, though in ‘sowme coses their emotionsl
fervor causea them to overestimate the possibilities.

Fhe transition from purely economic demands to political demands was an
indication of a genuine people's rebellion. The results which might bave been
expected vere not attaiped because of the lzck of planning and of organization
on a psychological level. There was public dsmand for lesdership; becsuse of
+he solidarity declarations of the West, this leadership was expected. The
present psychology of the people is characterized, on the one hsnd, by disappoint-
ment over the passivity of the West, amd, on the other hamd, by hope for a
change in the future. It was not so mmch the heavy casuslties during the riots
as the terroristic measures undertiken by the Communist system after the riots
whish contributed to the feeling of hopelessness. '
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The uprisings demonstrated B cartein ressrve on the part of the bourgeois 3
intelligentsia, who were prepared to take part in theam but mot to méke uny wo
sacrifices. Thus, the foesl point of revolutionary potentisl was with the
workers.

Fhe unreliability of lover level functionariss and particulerly of ihe
FDJ' and the Vopo wves expossd. Their conduct rsnged from insubordinaticn to
angticel use of weapone. The very diveraity of their condues dest roysd their .
effev:‘tiveneaa for use on the home fromt. ; G

Tha Sorviet troope which were sseigned, with apparsnt reluctance, to suppresa .
the uprisings were su... Ly confronted with & situaticn contradictory to their
ideological training -« they were reguired to fire at the German working pro-
letariat. Hemembering the primciples apd demands of their swn revolution, they

hod 1o Pight on the wromg side.  Undouhiedly the alogana concerning Western

CRE LG8, SIOOTTNS nteynin

A IR : s : pro-/ocation failed to echisve their cb,}ective a8 f&r &g many soldlers were con-.
: v ' cerned, These soldiers, who had been indscirimeted with e feiglistic military.
3 s SO .0 obedience, witngssed for the first Lime & geuuine revelt against the system.

N e It would be a mistake and an urderestimation of the discipliae of the Boviet BESURRER ot
f: Army to assume that this would adversely affect the future militery value of . . ool i hi L ooir .
E SR . the Havlet Army. Experienece provee, however, that the truth concﬁr‘nﬁng me S g Y, e .

© . S U events will be spréad ameng the peoples in ths UHIR. R ; L L A R

The revolt caanot help tut affect the other satellite countries.

e i)
In connection with the urrisings, the Was! wes frequently censured for '
giving only lip service tc its dzclarations of »oiiderity  Tae uprisings showed
the West that 1t has en ooligation, which is alsc %o its own interest, to pro-
mote the welfure of mll ke pevpie. In thelr evaluations of the events, the
Western press anrd rodin neglesta2d 1o present, i1 poychologlesally apt form, the
. relaticnalap of the apsisinge 1o bolshevist 2onird "n_, they nlzo fasled to gtrile -,
Yoo et Sowiet ;‘rooaga"da with 13 own wempors, Lt ~ut the ground froz under Tommunisi k-
‘. 4] wfiteration, and o promnte elffectively tThe "O""“d'iui.a" of Burdps .- &
. ENCLOSURE .
List of GDR Cities Invulved in the Uprisingr
1 Apolda Gera Rosslau
S hrnstadt Goerlitz Rostock -
Aue Gotha Saalfeld '
- Bautzen Guben Sangershausen
) Belzig Guestrow Schwerino
Beskow HEalberstadt Seelow
Bitterfeld Halle Stavenhagen
Blankenburg Jena Stassfurt
Brandenburg Lauchhammer Stendal
Chemnitz Leipzig Stralsund
i Coswig Leunsa Thale
Cottbus Hagdeburg Tergau
Delitzech Meissen Valdheim
Dessan Merseburg Warnemuende
] Dresden Neubrandenburg Weimar
' Bilenburg Nordhausen Veissenfels
Eislebzn Oebisfelde Vismar
Erfurt Parchim Wittenberg
Finsterwaldse Potsdam Wusterhasusen
Frankfurt/Oder Quedlinburg Zells-Mehlis
FPreithal Rathenow Zossen
Fuersternberg Riess Zwickan
Fuerstenwalde
- 23 -
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List of Soviet Combat Divisions Used to Quell the Uprieings

Name o_t’ Unit Assigoment or Use
57th Quards Rifie Bivision Tre division was probably used only for patrol
duty in the weissanfels-m“mrgnkmamcn
) - e ares. i _
. 39th Gusrds Rifls Bivision Most of the walte were probably used only

- for peixrol duty in the Meianiagen-Ohrdruf-
Plauen-Saslfeld area. Boms unite from
Plsuen were assligned to the mnimminmg
ares from 17 to 22 June. B

T 20th Guards Mechamised Division The division was sent from the Chrdruf R
L i ‘ training grounds for sesigmment to Welmsr' '
and Zeltz from 17 to 26 June; it is :
probable that units ware ulso used in Jerm

1ot Guarae mcbanized Diﬂaiou R T‘he ci"ision vas used in Eaue

9hth Guards Rii'le Pivision The division wes prchbably uud only for
patrcl duty in the Wismar-Schwerin-
Hagenow arsea.

227th Guarde Rifle Division The divieion was sent fiwa Letzlinger
Heide for uss in Quediiuburg, Gosmern,
and tic azchersleoen-Bisleben srex:
presumavly iU was alsc used in Stendul.

.. 15Hth Mechanized Division Parub ol the divicion were zent from the
A Wittztock trainiug grounds for use in
Perleberg from 17 fo 27 June.

19th Guards Mechanized Division Most of the nniie were essigned to Magde- ‘f ;
burg as of 17 June. It is probsble that b
by 6 July, almost all units used haé
returned to Letzlinger Heide.

11th Guards Tank Division Large sections of the division were sent
from the Koenigsbrueck trairing grounds .
- for use in Dresden, aund possibly alsc in L W
* Bautzen, from 17 June to about 1 July. =
Gth Tank Division On 18 June, the first components of the

g division arrived in Riesa and Oschatz

from the Zeithain training grsunds.

Since there were still very few personnel

stationed &t the trzining @rounds on 2

July, it can be assused that most o the

components of the division were in their N
three garrisons at Rieea, Osclatz, and

Meisaen at this time.
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Hame of Unit

8th Guards Mechsnized Division

u ,"‘Nth\sﬁard Nechanized Pivision

" 9th Mecianized Division .

6t suards Tauk Division

Tth Guards Tank Division

1st Mechanized Division

B i3 3208 1 5 A
R e s e sl

! 1

Asai_.@ment or Use

Most of the unite of the division (at
least two mechanized regiments and two
tank regiments) were gent from the
Koenigsbrueck training grounds for
ageigmment to Leipezig from 18 June to
2 July. After 2 July, some units,
poesibly parts of a meckanived regi-
ment of the division, remained at the
Reiterblick barracks in Leipzig. In
i . mddition, small sections of the division
" were identified in Grimgs, Wurzen, and
; isnig from 18 June until their departure
cnoon 2 Jaly- : : L e

- The major part of the division vas e
sssigned to Beriin from 17 to 28 June. °

The camp st the Forst Tevev training
. . grounds wog simcht veeant from 18 to

“ 26 Jnae. . (% wab cateblisned that . -
about half of the division was
gituated at the barracks in Cottbus
on 1B and 19 Juue; there were very few
personnel dilleted st the barracks in
Luebben duriug thie period. It wvas
reported thet on 17 aud 18 June, ebout
100 tanks were observed moviag from tne
dirsciion of Jottbus, through Muskiu,
in the direcilon of Niesky-Goerlitz.
Althougn units of She @ivieicn were not
identiried in the Goerlitz area, it
appenrs pessinie thal they wvere used
there, since the Reicksbain vae ordered
to dispatch empty reilroad cars to
Goerlitz as of S July.

On 18 June, tank units from the Werder-
Markendor? trcining grounds were assigned
to Wittenbderg and Dossau. On 25 June
some of these units were transferred
from Dessau to Wittenberg, and on 9 July,
fvom Wittenberg to the Jueterbog erea.

Parts of the division vere used in the
Dessau-Royslau ares as of 17 June;
whether these units vere reserve de-
tachments remsining at the Rosslau
garrison or vhether units of the
division were trarsported from Letzlinger
Heid» could pet be determined. Parts
of the division may have beer aesigned
to the Halle-Merseburg area, but there
has been no confirmation of this.

The majority of the units wvere assiguned

to the Soviet Ssecter of Berlin from
17 June to 12 July.
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Hame of Unite Assigment ot Use »

12th Quards Tank Bivision The majority of ths units wers essigned
to the Boviet Bector of Berlim fram 17
June %o 12 July.

gth Quards Tenk Rivision Moet unite of the division were undoubtedly
nsed omly for sseurity tasks in the Keuatre-
1itg-Naubrapdenburg ares. The extent to
vhich the 334 Guarde Motorized Rifle Regiment,
frcm the bearracks at Castaven Lake near
Puerstachery, wes used in the Berlin area
could not be definitely established.

vayrds Mechanized Bivieion . .. . Most unita of the division apyareatly.

. . : parched or were transported from the
Templin trajning grounds during the
period from 17 to 30 June. It im pre-
gumed but there has heen no confirmation,
that parta of the division vere assigned
to the outskirts of Berlie until abdbout = -
23 June. Unti] avout 10 Fely, almost all
unite of the divisicn were billeted in
the Eberswalde, Bernau, and Bad Freleowalde
garrisons.

Tth Guards Mechbanized Rivision Thore ars uo concrcte data conceraing ihe
possible usa of the division. There is
Ko doubt that, ae of 17 .une, parts of
tho Alvision rrox the Licberose trairvicg
grcut?s weve lecsied 1o Prankfurt/Cder.

25th Tank Divisicn 8maLl nrits €rom the Templin traluaing
groaris wera in Orarienburg froe 17 to
26 June.

10th Guards Tank Divisicn Tae use of individual usits of the division
in the Brandenburg-Potsdam area has been
surmised, but has not been definitely
established.




